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Week of March 17, 2008 
 
CRSA Soccer Standout Goes Pro  
Russell signs contract with Vancouver Whitecaps 

 
Drew Russell, a long-time player with the Cedar River Soccer 
Association (CRSA) and a junior at Mount Vernon High School, 
recently signed a two-year professional soccer contract with the 
Vancouver Whitecaps in British Columbia, Canada.  Russell, age 
17, is the first American to sign on with the Whitecap’s 
Residency Team. 

 “This is an incredible opportunity for Drew—a real dream come 
true,” said Shaun Howe, director of coaching for CRSA. “He is a 
shining example to area youth soccer players that dedication and 

hard work coupled with professional training and parental support can yield incredible outcomes. 
All of us at CRSA are very proud of him and wish him well.” 

Russell joined the Vancouver Whitecaps FC full-time Residency Program in January 2008. The 
residency program provides elite youth soccer players with a development gateway to 
professional opportunities with the USL Whitecaps Men's team and with European clubs.  Russell 
officially signed with the Whitecap’s Team on March 7, 2008. 

The Vancouver Whitecaps team includes 11 national Canadian players, one Jamaican national 
captain, and two European players. The team is competing in the international Dallas Cup Super 
Group U19 Division March 16-23, 2008, facing teams from Portugal giant Benefica, Mexico 
Chivas- Guadalajara, and Germany Eintracht- Frankfurt. In May, the Whitecaps will travel to play 
in Germany and return over the summer to play in the Premier Development League.  

Whitecap players train daily under the guidance of managing director and head coach Thomas 
Niendorf. Coach Niendorf is a European coaching specialist who holds a DFB (German Soccer 
Federation) professional coaching license, and maintains an extensive network of contacts in 
Europe.  
 
“Too often young players are not prepared for the challenges of a professional career. Through 
the Whitecaps professional club environment we can prepare these players mentally, physically 
and socially for a career in Europe or here with the Whitecaps,” said Niendorf. 



Drew is the son of Brad and Amy Russell of Mount Vernon, Iowa. In addition to playing with 
CRSA, Russell participated in the Olympic Development Program (ODP). For more information, 
visit http://www.whitecapsfc.com/youth/residency/mens/ 

Unique Chillout Advertising Space Available  

As the largest soccer tournament in Cedar Rapids quickly 
approaches, the Chillout Tournament Committee has arranged for a 
unique digital score reporting system that will allow all viewers of the 
real-time running results to also be exposed to a slideshow of 
advertising briefs from our huge event’s fine sponsors and donators. 
In addition to this exciting and attention-getting format for score 

reporting, all advertising purchasers will receive traditional space in the printed program 
brochure. Below is a breakdown of pricing availabilities. 

·  Listing           $25 
·  Card             $75 
·  ¼ Page         $125 
·  ½ Page         $200 
·  Full Page      $300 
·  Exclusive       $700 

Do you own or manage a local business?  Show your community connection via the largest 
soccer venue around with an affordable promotion reaching over 225 teams of players, parents 
and fans.  Time is limited.  Call Doug Graham at 319-447-7177. 

CRSA Apparel is Ready for Pick Up  
 
If you ordered CRSA apparel, it is ready for pick up at the home of Greg and Kathy Bjornsen, 
1205 Tama Street, Marion, IA (off of Hwy 100). Pick up times are Saturday, March 22, 9-11 a.m. 
and Monday, March 24, 5:30 –7:30 p.m. 
 
Linn Mar to Host Boy’s Soccer Clinic  

 
The Linn Mar High School Men’s Soccer Team invites boys in grades 1-8 to 
participate in a Spring Soccer Clinic from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m. on Sunday, April 20 at 
Excelsior Middle School. Cost is $30 and includes a Nike T-shirt and group photo. For 
more information, visit www.linnmarsoccer.com 
 
 

Lost and Found  
  
Found:  Adult Large Calcio Adidas warm up pants. Call 319-360-8300. 
 
Thoughts for the Week  

Success is often the result of taking a misstep in the right direction. Al Bernstein   

A man may fulfill the object of his existence by asking a question he cannot answer, and 
attempting a task he cannot achieve. Oliver Wendell Homes  

After my spectacular failures, I could not be satisfied with an ordinary success. Mason Cooley  



 

To submit items for consideration for inclusion in the 
CRSA e-Newsletter, send e-mail to 

crsa9596boys@aol.com 


